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Insanity Defense in ‘The Tell-Tale Heart’
The short story is about a narrator who kills an old man and chops off the head because he has a blue eye like that of a vulture and he fears the blue-look of the eye (Poe, 2013). Legally, it cannot be concluded that someone is insane just because he did something unusual like killing. 
The person who committed the crime says that he could hear sounds from heaven and in hell. From the narration, he says, “I heard all things in the heaven and the earth. I heard many things in hell” (Poe, 2013). It is clear that the narrator cannot differentiate the things he is hearing from the ones he is imagining. It is not possible for a sane person to hear sounds from heaven and hell. The narrator has difficulties in distinguishing between fantasy and reality, and hence it is evident that the person is legally insane. 
The imaginations of the narrator that the man’s blue eye resembled that of a vulture were fantasy and insanity was the reason for the poor reasoning. A sane person cannot just imagine and get scared by a person’s creature and decide to get rid of the person with the knowledge that murder is a serious crime. The person was insane to just kill a person because of an abnormal body organ which cannot be avoided. He says that the old had never wronged him, and he loved him, but the only reason he would not bear to stay with him was the eye. ‘I loved the old man. He had never wronged me. He had never given me insult. For his gold, I had no desire. I think it was his eye! Yes, it was this! He had the eye of a vulture --- a pale blue eye, with a film over it. Whenever it fell upon me, my blood ran cold’; (Poe, 2013) If one loves someone, he cannot go ahead to committing murder because of the way he is created. It is, therefore, evident that the person is insane.
A sane person does not quickly confess to the policemen knowing that guilt for murder will result in serious imprisonment. He gave the policemen all the evidence to suspect him that he was guilty of the murder. I shrieked, "dissemble no more! I admit the deed! --- tear up the planks! ---here, here! --- It is the beating of his hideous heart!" (Poe, 2013). The person finally made a confession that he is the one who did the act. For a sane person, he would have waited for the investigations before confessing directly to the police. Direct confession is good evidence that the individual was not sane. 
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